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Aubrey Thank You Album
For Friends and Family

Prelude:
Over many years, I have been humbled and privileged to enjoy and benefit from
close friendships and enduring family ties. This album is presented to say “thank you”
to those who have blessed my life and inspired me. There are many. If you are reading
this, you are one of them. And I am grateful to you.
Throughout my life, music has been a way of expressing deep communication, and I
hope these songs touch you and serve to inspire you. They are offered to you with
gratitude for who you are, and all you’ve done. My life is enriched because of you.
The songs you hear are original creations of mine with the exception of Clair de
Lune which was written by Claude Debussy in the 19 th century. The arrangements and
presentations of these songs were written and performed by me with the exception of
the rhythm trax for Soulmates, Friends in Love, which included the incredible talents of
Bill Cantos, keys; Pat Kelley, guitars; Scott Parrish, bass; and Dan de la Isla, drums. The
vocal lead on Soulmates was sung by Cassie Bowerman, and the live background vocals
on this song were provided by Janie d’Avignon, Cassie Bowerman, Leonard Patton, and
Larry McNamer. Cindy Aubrey provided background vocals on Trinity La Nell. Dan de
la Isla of DLI Productions in San Diego, California was the recording engineer for this
project and every song in it. I used a Yamaha CP300 keyboard for piano, orchestra, and
digital background vocals.
The dates in parenthesis after each title represent the year of creation or completion.
The songs are not presented in chronological order (except my grandkids’ songs);
rather, in an order I chose that is pleasing to the listener’s ears (at least in my opinion).
These songs will never be sold. They are offered freely. Please do not duplicate this
project as the material is copyrighted. The songs are free for you to enjoy.
I sincerely hope you will be touched, perhaps in similar ways as you have impacted
my life. These songs are given to say, thanks.

God bless you!

~ Glen Aubrey, April, 2017
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Strong, For Three (2014)
Written and produced for Deanna Christiansen’s book project, Plantings. Sometimes
we are called upon to use our strength to support others. In its simplicity, this song tries
to capture this truth. How many times have you needed to be strong for others as you
were strong for yourself? It’s an admirable calling.

Soulmates, Friends in Love (2015)
My good friend, Harry Stadille, along with his wife, Marsella, commissioned this
song. Harry was the Executive Producer and I was honored to write, arrange, and
record the piece. Harry wanted a song composed in the style of 80s Fleetwood Mac and
he thoroughly enjoyed watching this song come to life through the recording of the
rhythm section. Unfortunately, illness kept Harry from attending many orchestral and
vocal recording sessions. When Harry died suddenly on January 7, 2016, the world lost
a gifted and generous man, and I lost a very close friend. To Harry’s honor and with
Marsella’s permission, this song is included on this special album.

The Story of My Life (2014)
I was trying on headphones and this song just “came.” Several versions were
produced, and one in particular—the original— was arranged for a close friend. The
version here expressed my story best. This song was included in Deanna Christiansen’s
Plantings book and accompanying album. It is the story of my life.

Greater Love (1986 and 2016)
Originally composed at least in part in 1986, this song was completed for a dear
friend to sing, in 2016. There was no “second verse,” so one was written. The words, at
least to me, are powerful and speak of the sacrifices that often attend the ebb and flow
of living and dying—unless a seed falls and gives its life, there is no furtherance of life.
The words are printed here and express my strong belief system in the sacrificial gifts of
Christ:
When a tiny seed falls to give its life
Eternal hope springs from its sacrifice.
And when Jesus died, giving all He could give,
He spoke new depth of meaning to the life He lived.
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No greater love has one than this,
That a man lay down his life for his friends.
And even greater love is one as such,
Though we’re unworthy, Jesus died for us.
Every day brings its night, and night its day,
Unending through time in the plan God made.
And as birth and death share unending force,
The love of God, the Father guides us through each course.
A Greater Love, God’s gift through Christ,
Is assured through His great sacrifice.
Confronting every test, it shall prevail.
God keeps His promise: love will never fail.
Love would have suffered long and remained
A truth proclaimed yet void of pow’r
Were it not for one more act,
Giving life to hope, in fact,
That love arose to go on living,
Cutting short death’s reigning hour.
A greater love has none than this
That a man lay down his life for his friends.
And even stronger love is one as such
That He (Christ) arose in power just for us!
For us.

Recover (2017)
This piece was composed and recorded for a family member who had experienced
great trials and physical illness. The purpose of the presentation, a gift, was to
encourage, and to point the listener toward paths of growing in God, where troubles
can be faced and obstacles overcome. She passed away in July, 2017. While this was a
huge loss, it is my hope that what had inspired her may inspire you as well.
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An Old Soul (2016)
Until we exchanged a text message where this phrase was used, I really couldn’t
recall a time when I’d heard the expression before. This song was written for a neighbor
who has taught me much, and she is one of the most refreshing and deep
conversationalists with whom I have been privileged to communicate. This song is for
her. If you listen closely, you may hear the phrase, “An Old Soul” throughout the piece.

Kenley (2016)
This delightful young lady, age 7 at the time of this song’s composition, is the
daughter of one of my dear friends and her husband. Kenley’s mom, at my request, told
me about her daughter and I tried to incorporate what her mom said in the construction
and performance of Kenley’s song. I think we may have hit the ball out of the park. Oh,
by the way, her dad was the photographer of Piano Hand, taken at a time during the
recording sessions for this song and the next one. I am grateful for the opportunity to
share this music and the song that follows with this special family and with you. The
mom has been instrumental in my life in remarkable ways; I am so grateful to her.

Saxon (2016)
At the time of this song’s creation and recording, this young man, Kenley’s older
brother, was eleven. As she had done in the preparation for Kenley’s song, Saxon’s
mom contributed much of the meaning behind the song. In it, you will hopefully
experience the movements of a strong, humble, and active young man who is himself
an old soul with a contemporary flair. I think we call that balance! When both of these
songs were recorded, dad, Kenley, and Saxon were present in the studio. Mom was able
to break away from a very busy day to attend a part of the sessions, but she was not
unacquainted with the studio. We’d been there before.

Gavin’s Song (2008, 2009, and 2014))
Gavin is my eldest grandchild, the first son of my daughter and her husband. Gavin
was born in 2008. Because he was the “first” one and nobody knew if more grandkids
would follow, he received three songs—variations on a theme. Well, more grandkids
followed (for sure), and the version of this song on this album is the most current,
completed in 2014. Gavin is a treasure and his song appears to continue to grow with
him. He is a courageous and generous oldest brother, a shining example of what an
older brother is and should be.
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Zipporah’s Song (2009)
Zoey’s name means, “Little Bird.” So from my perspective, her song needed to “fly”
and “soar.” Zoey is the first child of my son and his wife. Zoey entered the world in
2009. As she has matured, remarkably, her song portrays her life, and hopefully
expresses her sweetness, intelligence, and growth. This composition, as all the songs for
the grandkids, was written in advance of her birth. I had requested and received input
from the parents about what kind of a child they thought their child would be. Can you
hear her desires to soar?

Josiah Stephen (2010)
The second son of my daughter and her husband, I wanted to make this composition
special, noting that this young man would be tender and strong, and would have keen
intellect and reasoning as gifts from God. He is a gentle young man, and so expressive.
Listen carefully and you may hear the portion in the song where his innocence assumes
“center stage” as the song nears its conclusion. Josiah will ever retain his precious spirit
and grow in his knowledge of right and wrong. This young man contributes to all
around him.

Trinity La Nell (2012)
My mother’s middle name is La Nell. Before Trinity was born, my son and
daughter-in-law invited my mother and me to their home for a special announcement.
They informed my mom that they were naming their second daughter after my mom.
How precious was this! My mom departed this life before Trinity’s birth. The song
portrays both life and death, which are parts of living. You’ll hear Trinity’s name
toward the end of the song as we celebrate love and legacy in this piece. She is a gift.

Landon Daniel (2012)
This vibrant and growing child is son number three of my daughter and her
husband. He is destined to cover a lot of ground (and already is). His song is designed
to capture many of the moments descriptive of his personality—bottom line, he is
strong. Landon is learning how important he is; and he is so expressive! On one visit I
was given a piece of artwork he drew. I treasure this. He reached out, touched me with
his simple yet profound grace, and I was blessed.
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For Ryden (2014)
Many people know the story of the miracle that Ryden’s life represents. Where
shortly after his birth the family simply did now know whether the baby would live or
perish, not too long ago he celebrated his second birthday … indeed, a testimony to his
strength of Gods’ sustaining power. Ryden’s song is strong; I believe it mirrors his own
fortitude and determination. At the time the song was written and recorded, none of us
knew of the struggles or the victories that were coming. Seeing his life unfold is
amazing and touches every fiber of my being.

Vienna Jean (2015)
When Vienna’s mom was still carrying the baby, I played the song for her, live, on
the grand piano. Vienna heard it and moved for joy! This tune contains a lot of motion,
as does her young life. Her potential is great. Listen closely and you will experience
progress framed by a constantly changing landscape. This is this little girl, for sure. She
is expressive and so exciting to watch! Grow in grace and knowledge, little one.

In Time (2010)
This is a song for a future God is creating. While this song is about time, it’s also
about timing, and seeks to portray God’s will which will be fulfilled in the course of
time. None of us knows the future, but we understand that our lives, in His time and
timing, are in His hands. Regardless of an outcome, when a person seeks to be “in”
God’s will, that person’s life becomes an illustration of God at work. I used to tell
people, kiddingly, that this song was for my son’s son. Maybe it is; maybe it shall not
be. I am completely comfortable either way and the song is offered without undue or
unrealistic expectations. I anticipate much for the future as we yield ourselves to the
One we serve.

Appleseed (2013) and Poppyseed (2016)
These were the adoring names my daughter and her husband gave these children
while they were still in the womb. These were sad days when we lost them. I believe life
begins at conception. These are my grandchildren like all the others—a song needed to
be composed. After Appleseed, my daughter had called me to assure me that she was
okay after having gone through this trauma. She asked for a favor: would I write a song
for Appleseed? My reply was, “You may be pleased to know, I already have.” You may
8
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be able to hear the music “sing” Appleseed throughout the piece. Poppyseed joins
Appleseed, and this song is presented for both of these precious children.

Colton (2017)
Vernon Lintvedt is one of my life-long friends, and a “closer than a brother”
confidant. His first grandchild, Colton, was born in 2016. Prior to birth a physical
challenge was observed. It was called a coarctation of the aorta. His parents and family
were thrilled when God expanded the blood vessel. When he was born, “the issue
disappeared!” to quote his grandfather’s words. Indeed, his family witnessed a miracle
take place. Colton is the grandson of one of my dearest friends and his wife. Both of
them have been so encouraging to me, and when I learned the story of Colton, I offered
to write this young man a song. It’s delightfully amazing to watch how adult family
members try to bond with a little baby. We all do it! It’s simply wonderful. Colton is a
great child, a happy boy. May he grow in God’s favor and become a blessing to many.

Clair de Lune (2014)
I mentioned Harry Stadille before. His history and mine, in what were to be the
closing days of his life, became intertwined at deepening levels, several surrounding
music. One of Harry’s favorite songs was Clair de Lune. The classic piano rendition
here is augmented with orchestra and background vocals. Harry and his wife were in
the studio for this recording, and he loved listening to this song. I hope you do, too.

Plantings (2014)
This is the theme song for a book by the same name, a book of poetry, essay, and
song. Let me borrow the author’s opening lines, with permission, which describe the
book and the its song so well: “We resemble God in some ways even before we
acknowledge him; he created us in his image. The God-imprinted heart conceives of
hope even in uprootings, in seeming failures-to-thrive, even in the face of death, and
can come to perceive life events as God-directed shifts in their path. The God-heart can
envision, therefore, as it were, trees not planed yet, and so plants, and waters … apples
… anyway.” The song is written to express the plantings, perhaps in your heart, as well.
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Tara and Karen (2016)
In major undertakings, like a move to a new state and opening windows onto a
whole new environment, special acquaintances can come along side and help pave the
ways: answering a multitude of questions and painting an objective picture in which
good choices can be made. These two people, the daughter and her mom, were agents
of change and have become good friends. This song is for them.

Joselyn Quiroz Mendez and Carlos Quiroz Mendez (2016)
Carlos Quiroz is one of my dearest friends. For many years he has faithfully served
my family by providing classic expertise in arenas of gardening, landscape care,
property maintenance, and more. In some truly difficult circumstances, Carlos and I
found ways to enjoy humor, and we laughed a lot. Carlos was always a bright light in
my days. I offered to write a song for his daughter, Joselyn, and his son, Carlos. These
two songs are the result.

The Covering of Christmas (2014)
A “covering” is a means of protection, safety, peace, rest, and resolve that permits
and encourages one to enjoy special moments of life and truth discovery to the full. At
no time more than Christmas is this true for me. A part of Plantings, this song expresses
tender affection for Advent and all it means to those who cherish Christmas.

The Shepherd’s Rest (2014)
There is a marked difference between inspiration and perspiration, yet the two are
often joined in creative projects of the soul. On a morning walk, without access to a
piano, this song just “came to me.” Its creation was not planned; it happened. Based on
Psalm 23, KJV (Authorized Version), the words and the song belong together.
The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He resoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me;
Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
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Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of my enemies:
Thou annointest my head with oil;
My cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Originally, I dedicated this song to a physician whose Christian mission was to
present balanced help for the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual aspects of a
patient’s need. She was dedicated to her work, and I hope the song assisted her in
helping her patients. That was the intent of the dedication. The song has been presented
to many since that time. I hope you enjoy it.
A scan of the original manuscript of the song is duplicated here:
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There Is a Redeemer (2006, 2007)
Several years ago I had wanted to put together a “hymn” album, a collection of
older heritage songs that would serve as inspirations to the listener. I believed that the
old song, There Is a Redeemer, fell into the category of treasured hymns, and that
because of its age was already in the public domain. Upon investigation, I learned that
the song so familiar to many was indeed not that old after all, was still under copyright
and, because of that, I deemed that I could not use it on the recording project.
Unfortunately, the printing of the CD labels was already done. So, there was only one
thing to do: write a brand new song, same title, but hopefully this song would express
even better what I was trying to convey. Upon much review, I have grown to love this
piece. It is my song of devotion to God. It truly does express my heart. The lyrics follow:
There is a Redeemer, Jehovah, Who saves me.
Forgiven, I bow down to worship my Lord.
Amazing compassion that seeks those who wander
And brings them to His light, redeemed and restored.
His love is forever and reaches to lost ones
To buy back the souls who will turn and believe,
Who stand in His presence, forgiven completely,
Unworthy, yet fully accepted, received.
I sing, “Alleluia,” give glory and honor
To Jesus, the Savior, who rules everything.
No other can sever this love bond, and never
Shall I cease to praise Him, my God and my King.

And the printed piano music:
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Trey Samuel (2017)
My daughter, Heather, gave birth to her fifth boy, Trey Samuel, in March of 2017. He
is a miracle, too, closely following the amazing birth and life of little Ryden. I wrote a
song for this little boy, as I do for all grandkids, and the song was recorded in April. It
was one of those tender, strong, heartfelt, and wonderful songwriting moments that I
treasure. Trey’s song, unlike the other “boy” songs, is in three quarter time, and
includes the ocean … representing part of God’s creation in him and their sweet family.

Belvedere (2017)
Friends are treasures. One of my friends is a restaurateur, the owner and manager of
Ottavio’s Italian Restaurant in Lakeside, California. Lenny Belvedere is a wonderful
chef and leads an incredible staff of professional chefs and servers. What a joy to visit
his restaurant (usually every Friday when I am in town). Lenny is also a generous man.
Like many, his life has known joy and sorrow. To thank him and his family, and to
show support for him and his endeavors, I offered to write him a song. I believe he has
enjoyed this experience! It has certainly been my honor to compose and then present
this song to him.

Joy Comes (2017)
Written and performed for a friend, this song was designed to show that from
desires, faith, strong endeavors (hard work), and accomplishments, joy comes. Joy in
this sense represents fulfillment, not necessarily happiness, although it certainly doesn’t
exclude happiness. Joy is often a choice and made more so when times and
circumstances are difficult. I choose joy. You can, too. One of our authors said words
like this often; she was (and is) right.

Time Capsule (2017)
Heather and Neil and the older boys, Gavin, Josiah, and Landon started a tradition
in 2016 of making a yearly time capsule, and after a year’s duration, opening it, reading
what they had said a year earlier, then writing something new for the next year. Many
times this includes prayer requests, and measurements of “growth” for these kids. I
totally was, and am captivated by the tradition. For a long time during moments of
song composition and recording, Heather and her boys had wanted to see a studio
process unfold. So, during my trip to San Diego in July, we arranged for me to write a
song in front of the mom and the boys, record it in front of them, and make them part of
20
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the experience. Here are a couple of photos. What a great day. The song? Time Capsule
… to celebrate a memory in time!

Poppa G and Josiah

Left to right: Landon, Poppa G, Gavin, Josiah
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I am thrilled to know that Gavin and Josiah are now taking piano lessons! During
my trips to San Diego I want to hear the kids play—what a joy. I also wish I could see a
video of Neil and others with strong backs lifting the piano up the stairs!
And soon, very soon, piano instruction is in Justin and Jen’s kids’ futures, too. I can
hardly wait! Plus, Zipporah, their firstborn daughter, wrote her first song in July of
2016. She transcribed the lyrics in September, 2017, and I invite you to see it.
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Just a little history: In November of 2016 I moved from Southern California to
Ft. Worth, Texas. My home is located about a mile from the home of Justin and Jenafer
and family. I am blessed to be near them. I also travel to San Diego quite a bit to visit
Heather, Neil, and their kids. It pays to earn airline points!
Here is a photo of Justin and Jen and the kids on a recent hike:

Left to right: Justin, Trinity, Zipporah, Jenafer, Vienna
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And here is a family “selfie” of Heather, Neil, and family:

Left to right: Josiah, Trey, Heather, Gavin, Landon, Ryden, Neil

Postlude:
Piano lessons for me started at age seven. Over the years, music developed into a
form of expression about many life truths and emotions. My journey was to include
ongoing learning, thousands of hours of practice, teaching, inspiration, perspiration,
performing, writing, orchestrating, conducting, and hundreds of hours of studio
production.
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Somehow I always felt I could communicate best, perhaps most of the time, with my
hands at the keyboard. I think that still remains to be proven, but I am pretty convinced
it’s true.
The piano, on which I learned, a Story and Clark spinet, has endured hours of
rehearsal and playing beyond any possibility of counting them, dramatic changes of
scenery, survived strategic moves down through the years and, with its original strings
and sounding board still intact, continues to hold its tune well. The sounding board, I
noticed at age 10 or younger, was “guaranteed for 50 years.” I remember thinking then
how many years that was, and it was hard to imagine. It’s reality now. Hopefully this
piano has a few years left for the grandkids.
I’ve told people in jest that “if they ever change the order of the keys or their color”
I’d be in a world of hurt. Well, those changes likely won’t happen, and for as long as
music resides in my soul I will consider it an honor, in gratitude, for the opportunity to
produce and share it.
Many have asked me if I have relative pitch. Well, when it comes to singing, I have
relatively bad pitch.  When it comes to the piano, however, my pitch—recognizing
pitches—remains relatively sharp (no pun intended). I often write and compose music
using a piano (but not always), and it is my desire and preference to not use a piano for
orchestrating unless circumstances are too difficult without one. Ninety-five percent of
the time, I orchestrate “in my head,” and by hand (not with a computer keyboard),
acquired abilities which I started to embrace and rehearse around age ten or eleven. In
short, I take music—pitches, harmonies, melodies, lyrics, and all—with me wherever I
go. It is a real struggle to write music, do word processing, or pretty much engage in
any task that requires thinking, when music is playing in the background, regardless of
source. The reason? Well, I mentally start to write what I hear. That tendency can be
good and bad, of course.
As noted above, there have been times when without a piano available I have
engaged in the activities of composition. These have been remarkably rewarding
adventures when they have transpired. Yes, I compose in my sleep, too, and
arrange/orchestrate during times of rest. Music has become part of my very soul, I
suppose.
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I was told by an audience member one time, following a concert-type presentation,
that “you and the piano were one.” That description sounded a little painful to me, but I
knew what she meant.
I was told many years ago by another well-meaning audience member, after the
conclusion of a major presentation, “You play with such inspiration!” I thanked her, for
her comment was most gracious. “But really, (calling her by name), I play with a lot of
perspiration, too. I am really trying hard to communicate with you and the rest of the
audience, and that, my dear, can be work.” And I love it.
Some very thoughtful person, in a concert venue before a presentation at the piano
was to begin, felt she was doing me a huge favor by polishing the piano bench. I sat
down to play, and kept going, sliding on the bench, nearly winding up on the floor. It
was a moment.
Creating “moments”—really special ones—is what music can be all about, if by
“moment” we mean creating memories and meanings to cherish and enjoy again and
again. Music is a language all its own that transcends words, and brings meaning to life,
at least for me. I am fairly certain that’s why “taking music with me” is so close,
precious, needed. Sometimes if I find talking difficult, take me to a piano.
It’s a joy to share music with you via these recordings and if we have the
opportunity, to do so in person, too. I mean that. This album collection of original songs
is truly a way of saying thanks to you for who you are in my life, and what you mean to
me. It’s taken several months to assemble all of it; perhaps this will be one of several to
come.

~ Glen Aubrey, September, 2017
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Credits:
Album Artwork and Web placement:
1. Photo of Glen’s fingers on a studio keyboard, titled Piano Hand, was taken by
Dale Edwards. Please see his website: DaleEdwardsPhotography.com
2. Graphic Cartoon of Glen at the keyboard, 1977, drawn by Debi Musick. Please
see her website http://newbeginningshome.org.
3. Special thanks to Randy Beck, www.MyDomainTools.com for engineering the
website placement of this project! Randy, you and your family are dear friends.
Thanks for your consistent help and encouragement over many years!

Piano Hand

Glen at the “Keyboard”
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